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BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


The Chrysanthemum and the Sword 
RUTH BENEDICT 


A well-known anthropologist reports on the behavior patterns of the Japanese. 


The Westward Crossings; Balboa, Mackenzie, Lewis and Clark 


JEANNETTE MIRSKY 


A well-written historical record of three journeys to the west coast of North America. 


Lydia Bailey 
KENNETH LEWIS ROBERTS 
A novel telling of the part Americans played in the Haitian rebellion against Napoleon 
and in’ the war with Tripoli. 


Look South to the Polar Star 


HOLGER CAHILL 


Americans in Shanghai just before Pearl Harbor, caught in the intrigue of guerrilla and 


Kuomintang forces and the increasingly aggressive Japanese. 


East River 
SHALOM ASCH 


A dramatic story of human beings whose lives portrayed the struggles of New York’s 
immigrant families to take part in American life. 


Secret Missions 
ELLIS M. ZACHARIAS 


Adventures of a naval intelligence officer as a spy and counterspy against the Japanese. 


On Being Fit to Live With 


HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
“Sermons on post-war Christianity.” —Subtitle. 
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UN ESCO on Libraries 


IBRARIES, Museums and Publications are all means of spreading the knowl- 
edge and enjoyment found in books and in the beautiful and delightful 
objects that can be shown in exhibitions. In this programme emphasis 

will at one time be placed on the needs of the “common man”—on public li- 
braries, popular galleries and exhibitions, books of fiction and poetry and other 
simple means of enjoyment—and at another on the needs of the expert and 
specialist, whose demands are for bibliographies and abstracts, research collec- 
tions in museums and publicatons, etc., things which the common man seldom 
sees, and would not be likely to understand if he did. 

But these two different needs are not in conflict, nor does their presence ina 
single report imply any dangerous duality. The works of scientists and 
philosophers cannot flourish in ignorant communities, and the ordinary citizen 
educated and stimulated to enjoy the world around him, will demand more 
and more from the scientists and other learned men in explanation of his en- 
vironment and in confirmation of his power to control it.... 

A library which is nothing more than, as Dr. Johnson defined it in his dic- 
tionary, a “collection of books,” kept behind locked doors for no man except 
perhaps some book miser to enjoy, is not UNESCO’s concern. UNESCO 
must open the doors and distribute the stored-up knowledge and delights for 


the use and benefit of mankind. 


“T IBRARIES AND MusEuMsS” in 


Report on the Programme of the UNESCO 
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Mr. Milam Described the UNESCO Meetings 


at the First Council Meeting at Midwinter 


UNESCO's Library Program 


LANDED in New York last Sunday 

after a six-week absence from Fifty 

East Huron Street. My report will be 
concerned with those weeks. 

I went on the invitation of the Depart- 
ment of State, to serve as a consultant on 
libraries to the U.S. delegation to 
UNESCO. I spent nearly three weeks at 
the UNESCO General Conference in 
Paris, two days in Geneva at a meeting of 
the International Library Committee (In- 
ternational Federation of Library Associa- 
tions), and four or five days in London. 

First, a word about Geneva: It was an 
informal meeting which had been made pos- 
sible by a Rockefeller Foundation grant. 
The purpose was to get the International 
Federation of Library Associations going 
again after the war. Present were: Marcel 
Godet, president; Dr. T. P. Sevensma, 
secretary; M. Breycha-Vauthier, assistant 
secretary ; Tudeer, Helsinski, Finland; Kle- 
berg, University of Uppsala, Sweden; 
Munthe, University of Oslo; Méller, Co- 
penhagen; Brummel, Holland; Bourgeois, 
Berne; Mlle. Foncin, Paris; Margaret S. 
Gill, Ottawa; Milton E. Lord; and your 
Executive Secretary—the last three repre- 
senting A.L.A. 

Decisions reached included: acceptance 
of Godet’s resignation as president; election 
of Munthe as his successor; election of Mr. 
Lord as vice president; approval in general 
of my proposals for UNESCO which had 
previously been revised in the light of criti- 
cisms by Miss Gill and Mr. Lord; appoint- 
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ment of a committee to cooperate with 
UNESCO, with Ralph A. Ulveling as a 
member; selection of Oslo and May as the 
place and time for the next committee meet- 
ing; acceptance of A.L.A.’s invitation to 
hold a world library congress in the United 
States in 1948, probably at Atlantic City in 
the week following the A.L.A. conference. 
All decisions were subject to ratification by 
the whole committee. 

On the night which I spent in London 
on the way to Paris, I had a good talk 
about UNESCO with Sir Henry Thomas, 
of the British Museum; Mr. Welsford, 
secretary of the Library Association; Mr. 
Irwin, of the library school at University 
College; Miss Gill, of Canada, who ar- 
rived on the same steamer. On my return 
I visited several libraries, the Library As- 
sociation headquarters in Chaucer House, 
and spoke to a group of library assistants 
and a class in the library school. I learned 
with pleasure that F. C. Francis, of the 
British Museum, had recently come to the 
United States on an important mission and 
was expecting to attend the Midwinter 
Conference. 

Now for UNESCO—the United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization. It was organized a year ago 
in London. This first general conference 
was held to complete the organization, adopt 
a program, and choose a director general. 
There are now thirty voting members. Ten 
or fifteen countries sent official observers. 
The U.S.S.R. was unfortunately not in- 
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cluded in either group. 

Librarians showed up in the delegations 
from: Canada, Margaret S. Gill, president 
of the Canadian Library Council; Den- 
mark, Dr. Svend Dahl, general director of 
Danish libraries; France, M. Julien Cain, 
director of the Bibliotheque Nationale; 
Holland, M. la Fontaine, University of 
Amsterdam; Poland, Dr. Muszkowski, who 
arrived after the library meetings were 
over; Great Britain, R. H. Hill, National 
Central Library; New Zealand, the assist- 
ant librarian of the Parliamentary Library. 


How the Conference Worked 


To WAS, of course, an opening ses- 
sion at the Sorbonne, in the grand man- 
ner, with orchestra, chorus, colorful uni- 
versity gowns, and even more colorful mili- 
tary guards; and with speeches by the rector 
of the university, the minister of education, 
the provisional president of France, and the 
interim president of UNESCO. And there 
were general or plenary sessions of the con- 
ference. 

The main work was done, as always, in 
committees and at lunches, dinners, and 
parties. 

There was a program committee which 
broke down into subcommittees on: libraries 
and museums; education; social sciences, 
philosophy, and humanistic studies; natural 
sciences ; mass communication; and creative 
arts. Rehabilitation, because of its impor- 
tance, and possibly for psychological reasons, 
was assigned to a special committee. There 
were also committees on legal matters, 
budget, etc. 

The library and museums subcommittee 
held four sessions, morning and afternoon 


of two consecutive days. Forty or fifty per- 
sons attended. Officers elected were: Mr. 
Cibulka, of Czechoslovakia, chairman; Mr. 
Milam, vice chairman; M. Cain, rap- 
porteur. Mr. Carter, British librarian and 


senior counselor for libraries and museums 
on the interim secretariat, served as secre- 
tary. Translators and stenotypists were 
always at hand. 

At these meetings, our delegation was rep- 
resented by Mrs. Henry Potter Russell of 
San Francisco; Charles R. Morey, U.S. 
Cultural officer in Rome; and Harvard 
Arnason, of the State Department (all of 
whom are, in some measure, museum spe- 
cialists). I was expected to carry the ball 
for libraries. 

We of the American delegation went to 
these meetings well prepared. The national 
commission had discussed in September pre- 
liminary proposals submitted by the provi- 
sional secretariat and commission. The 
State Department had elaborated and re- 
fined the commission’s conclusions into a 
“position book,” two inches thick, which 
we were required to keep under lock and 
key. As the library consultant, I had still 
further refined and elaborated our library 
proposals, discussed them at great length 
and in detail with our whole delegation, and 
was prepared to speak for the delegation at 
the meeting, not only on the early recom- 
mendations considered by the national com- 
mission, but on the later drafts as they 
appeared in the famous “green book” and 
supplements. I was further strengthened 
in my position by conversations with the 
British and Canadian delegates, Mr. Lord, 
observer for the American Book Center, 
and the group at Geneva. 


How Meetings Worked 


HAT HAPPENED at the meetings was 
WA something like this. Mr. Carter or 


associate would present for consideration a 
section of the green book. Discussion 
would follow, with general approval, some 
reservations, some additional proposals. 
When the chairman thought we had had 
enough, he would say in French, “If there 
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is no objection, it is approved.” Just what 
was approved was far from clear. I made 
typical American efforts to get resolutions 
and votes but got absolutely nowhere most 
of the time. 

But at noon on the second day, Mr. Car- 
ter took a copy of my twelve or fourteen 
brief proposals and used them as a basis for 
a report which he submitted for adoption in 
the afternoon. With some very useful 
modifications, they were adopted, subject to 
minor revision in wording by M. Cain, the 
rapporteur. I was able, therefore, to report 
to the U.S. delegation meeting that evening 
that we had fared very well in the library 
and museums subcommittee. 


The Library Program 


HME MAIN FEATURES of the library pro- 
gram, in addition to rehabilitation, 
are: 


1. Promotion, especially through a world 
conference, of public libraries for adults and 
children throughout the world 

2. Study of and action on the barriers to the 
free flow of publications across national boun- 
daries 

3. Positive assistance to the interchange of 
publications between all countries 

4. Stimulation of the production of bibli- 
ographies, indexes, abstracts, and union cata- 
logs needed to facilitate the use of the publica- 
tions of all nations in all nations 

5. The maintenance of a good working li- 
brary in UNESCO for the secretariat and 
for UNESCO’s information services. 


UNESCO's Program 
ye a word about UNESCO’s pro- 


gram as a whole. 
The methods to be used are: 


1. Information service in all fields covered 
by the words “education, science, and culture,” 
always in cooperation with other agencies 

2. Stimulation of useful activities in these 
fields by governments and by national and in- 
ternational organizations 


3. Operations in certain areas which give 
promise of preventing wars and promoting 
peace. These will usually be studies or labora- 
tory experiments. 


In the summary report of the program 
prepared by Mr. MacLeish, the following 
were highlighted: 


Fundamental education which will contrib- 
ute to the struggle against illiteracy and to 
general adult education 

Comprehensive revision of textbooks 

Consideration of the means by which all 
peoples may get uncensored information about 
what is happening in other countries 

Elimination of barriers to the free flow of 
information, publications, and objects 

International interlibrary loans 

Establishment of public libraries and popular 
museums 

Rehabilitation of institutions and preserva- 
tion of knowledge 

Cooperative study of ways of improving the 
standard of living in tropical zones 

Study of the tensions which lead to war. 


Future of UNESCO 


ND Now, finally, in my _ opinion, 


Z UNESCO can become: 


1. The most important of all agencies for 
the preservation of peace because it is con- 
cerned with what happens in the minds of men; 
or 

2. It could be just another bureaucratic 
agency for boondoggling on an international 
scale. 


Which it is to be will depend, first, on 
the ability of Director General Julian Hux- 
ley and the permanent staff of several hun- 
dred persons which he is now authorized to 
engage; second, on the participation, with- 
out political interference, of the member 
governments; and, third, on the extent to 
which the peoples of the world—and par- 
ticularly the people of the United States— 
participate in UNESCO’s program crea- 
tively and critically through their libraries, 
universities, schools, and national and inter- 
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national organizations. Librarians have un- 
usually good opportunities to encourage such 
participation. 


P.S. Announcement has now been made 
of the appointment of Dr. Walter Laves as 
Deputy Director General. In my opinion 


no better selection could possibly have been 


made. He is a political scientist with inter- 
national relations as his specialty; has had 
several years at the Budget Bureau in ad- 
ministration work concerned with foreign 
affairs; and was a most useful consultant at 
the UNESCO Conference on administra- 
tive and budgetary questions. 
Cari H. MiLam 


Executive Secretary 


Baltimore s -Atomic Education 


N AMBITIOUS PROGRAM of atomic edu- 
A cation that will be watched with in- 
terest by libraries all over the country is 
being held during January and part of 
February at the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore. Combining a series of lectures, 
panel discussions, exhibits, films, and other 
attention-getting devices, the program, 
which represents the most comprehensive 
effort to date for arousing public interest 
in atomic energy and the tremendous prob- 
lems it poses, is presenting such subjects for 
discussion as: “While Time Remains,” by 
Leland Stowe; “One World or None,” a 
panel discussion; “Future Evolution of 
Atomic Energy,” by Dr. Donald H. An- 
drews of the Johns Hopkins University ; 
“What Kind of Control for Atomic 
Energy,” by Vera M. Dean; “Don’t Resign 
from the Human Race,” by Norman 
Cousins. Dr. Wesley M. Gewehr, of the 
University of Maryland, is the moderator 
at these meetings. 

The series of noon-hour films which are 


“One World or None,” 


being shown is: 


“How to Live with the Atom,” “World 
Control of Atomic Energy,” and “Up and 


Atom.” 

City-wide cooperation has been solicited 
and obtained from many sources. Expenses 
are being defrayed by several public spirited 
citizens and organizations. Widespread pub- 
licity is being given by newspapers, radio 
stations, public utilities, and commercial 
houses. In reality, it is Baltimore’s atomic 
energy institute rather than the library’s. 

The large and graphic exhibition, co- 
sponsored by the Maryland Academy of 
Sciences and comprising twenty-one free- 
standing panels, will be routed to libraries 
and universities throughout the country 
Related books and 
pamphlets are being circulated directly from 
the display, even on Sundays, throughout 


later, if so desired. 


the program. 

Copies of a book list entitled “You and 
the Atom” will be available as soon as pos- 
sible after February 15 priced at: 1¢ each in 
lots of 100 or more, with notation, in place 
of library’s name, as follows: “A Selected 
List of Books Available at Your Public 
Library ;” 1¢ each in lots of 1000 or more, 
with name of purchasing library on list in- 
stead of above notation. 
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50 Outstanding Books of 1946 


HIS THIRD annual list, selected by A.L.A. members, was made from a preliminary 


list which appeared in the Dec. 1, 1946, 4.L.4. Bulletin, plus two titles which 


were added by vote of members. 


Books are selected which are considered ‘“‘out- 


standing” ones of permanent value or of immediate significance, with wide appeal. 


Barbour. A Naturalist’s Scrapbook 


A miscellany of reminiscences on the 
author’s experiences in museum keeping, and 
personal adventures in collecting. 


Beard. Woman as Force in History 
Survey of woman’s position in Western 
civilization. 
Bridge. Singing Waters 
A travelog of Albania in the 1930’s. 
Bulosan. America Is in the Heart 


Experiences of a peasant boy in Luzon who 
became a recognized writer. 


Butcher. My Three Years with Eisen- 
hower 


Personal and military diary by the naval 
aide and friend of General Ike. 


Chute. Geoffrey Chaucer of England 
A biography and critical analysis. 
Clapper. Washington Tapestry 
Informal stories of Washington life and 
personalities. 
Corbett. Man-Eaters of Kumaon 
True account of tiger hunts in India. 
Crow. Epic of Latin America 
Interpretation of many phases of Latin 
American development. 


Dean. Four Cornerstones of Peace 


Summary of documents from conferences at 
Dumbarton Oaks, Yalta, Mexico City, and 


San Francisco. 
Dos Passos. Tour of Duty 


A reporter’s impressions of conditions in 
the Pacific and in Germany. 


Dreiser. The Bulwark 


A Quaker’s unsuccessful attempt to keep 
his five children away from worldly influences. 
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Fast. The American 

Fictionalized biography of John P. Altgeld, 
one-time governor of Illinois. 
Fowler. A Solo in Tom-Toms 

The author’s boyhood in Colorado, his first 
jobs, and finally courtship and marriage. 
Gould. Yankee Storekeeper 

Reminiscences of a Maine storekeeper and 


undertaker. 


Greenslet. The Lowells and Their Seven 
W orlds 


History of the dynamic and brilliant Lowell 
family whose men and women contributed to 


the growth of the U.S.A. 
Halsey. Color Blind 

Plea for a better understanding between 
racial groups. 
Hersey. Hiroshima 

Reporter’s story of six survivors of the 
atomic bomb at Hiroshima. 
Howe. We Happy Few 

Picture of life among a small group of 
Harvard professors and their wives. 
Hughes. No Time for Tears 

Native Kansan’s account of her experiences 
as a nurse. 
Hume. Doctors East, Doctors West 

A doctor’s story of changing China and its 
methods of healing. 
Hutton. Midwest at Noon 

Personal record of an Englishman in the 
Middle West. 
Ingersoll. Top Secret 


Account of the planning of D-Day invasion. 
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Jackson. The Case Against the Nazi War 


Criminals 


A record of war crimes and establishment 
of the military tribunal. 


Kravchenko. J Chose Freedom 

Personal record of an ex-Soviet official. 
La Farge. The Sudden Guest 

In the 1944 hurricane a New England 
woman relives her experience in the 1938 
storm. 
Lamb. Alexander of Macedon 

Biography of Alexander the Great. 
Liebman. Peace of Mind 


Psychology and_ religion combined for 


understanding and solving of social problems. 
Logan. Negro’s Faith in America’ 


Discussion of what both black and white 
races can do for more democratic race 
relations. 


McWilliams. Lafcadio Hearn 


Biography of a turbulent writer whose com- 
plex personality allowed him no peace. 


Moore. Spoonhandle 
Maine coastal family story. 
Perkins. The Roosevelt I] Knew 


The former Secretary of Labor gives a por- 
trait of President Roosevelt as she knew him. 


Pyle. Last Chapter 

Describes the life of Ernie Pyle as shared 
with Army and Navy men in his last assign- 
ment. 


The Good Fight 


The late president of the Philippines tells 
of his country’s struggle for freedom. 


The Fields 


Farm life in Ohio in early days. 


Quezon. 


Richter. 


Roosevelt. As He Saw it 


Reports the aims behind the conferences 
that shaped victory and outlined peace. 


World War II. 
Schmitt. David, the King 


The old story of David, King of Israel, 
told in modern style. 
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Seagrave. Burma Surgeon Returns 


Medical missionary works his way back to 
Burma after retreating with Stilwell to India. 
Sevareid. Not So Wild a Dream 

Journalist’s account of events leading to 


World War II. 


Sharp. Britannia Mews 


Long chronicle of Adelaide who survived 
the bombings in a squalid London slum. 


This House Against This House 


Narrative and interpretation of the writer’s 
war experiences. 


Sheean. 


Starling. Starling of the White House 


The life story of the man who guarded five 
presidents. 


While Time Remains 

A view of American destiny and responsi- 
bility in world affairs. 
Van Paassen. Earth Could Be Fair 


Picture of Gorcum, Holland, before and 
after the Nazis moved in. 


Stowe. 


Wainwright. General Wainwright's Story 
His own account of the price he and his 
men paid for unpreparedness in the Philip- 
pines. 
Ward. Snake Pit 
A woman’s fight to overcome insanity, as 
told by her experiences in an asylum. 


Welty. Delta Wedding 

Picture of a Mississippi delta family and 
a daughter’s wedding. 
White. 
W hite 

The Kansas editor’s story of his life. 
White. Our Neighbors, the Chinese 

An interpretation of present-day Chinese 
life. 
Williams. 


Poetry 


Autobiography of William Allen 


Little Treasury of Modern 


Anthology, contains over 400 poems, Eng- 
lish and American. 








The Annual Analysis of National Reading Trends 


Prepared by the Public Relations Office 


What They Were Reading in 1946 


HE HOUSING SHORTAGE is causing 

an increase in the number of peo- 

ple who do their reading and study- 
ing in public libraries, according to reports 
on 1946 reading interests received by the 
A.L.A. from 150 public libraries in com- 
munities of all sizes and types in all parts 
of the United States. This is especially 
true of students who find it impossible to 
concentrate in the confusion of crowded 
living quarters. Housewives, where fam- 
ilies have doubled up, have little work to 
do and can spend more time reading. Story- 
books are asked for frequently by parents 
whose small children must be kept quiet 
because of the older people in the house. 
Both children and adults find it more diffi- 
cult to keep track of their books. The li- 
brarian in Superior, Wis., says that more 
children’s books are lost, and the children 
explain that they have no space of their 
own in which to keep things. 

There is a definite revival of interest in 
travel books, the increase being slowed down 
only by the dearth of new books in this field. 
The housing shortage is responsible for some 
of these requests, many librarians feel, since 
there are repeated questions about climate, 
living conditions, and business opportunities. 
Alaska, the Pacific Northwest, and South 
America are the three areas most frequently 
mentioned in the reports. Veterans are avid 
for more information about the countries 
they visited during the war, and some are 
planning to return to them as soon as 
civilian overseas travel is possible. The 
majority of the requests, however, are for 
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tourist information, and librarians report a 
travel-starved public is again busily plan- 
ning “prewar” vacations. 

Dissatisfaction with present-day fiction is 
widespread, according to reports from both 
large and small communities. Readers are 
“looking for novels that reflect their own 
problems but long for characters capable of 
resolving some of these problems in plausible 
realistic fashion,” according to the librarian 
of Worcester, Mass. In a search for real 
characters, many readers are turning to 
biography and family narratives. “People 
are more interested in style and the ability 
of the writer than they were earlier,” says 
Grinton I. Will of Yonkers, N.Y. While 
historical and religious fiction remain the 
most frequently called-for types, many li- 
braries report that psychological stories such 
as The Snake Pit are increasingly popular 
and are responsible for requests for serious 
reading in psychology and psychiatry. 

No one reads war books—the reaction 
against them is emphatic. Except for the 
returned serviceman who is looking for an 
account of his unit or the person who wants 
to read about the experiences of a member 
of his family, these books stand on the 
shelves. 

Veterans are among the most appreciative 
of library users, librarians from all areas 
report. Their contacts with libraries in 
other cities have given them definite ideas 
of what they want. One sailor mentioned 
that while in service he often worried about 
the treasures housed in such a fire hazard 
as the Miéinneapolis central library. 
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Worcester reports that veterans “still con- 
tinue to use the library as they did the 


camp libraries—for letter-writing, meeting , 


friends, and we even had one playing soli- 
taire the other day.” G.I. students are 
serious and industrious, but both Chicago 
and Detroit say these men have been away 
from school so long that they require con- 
siderable assistance from librarians in find- 
ing books on how to study and in assembling 
material for supplementary reading. In a 
few cases, appreciation of the libraries’ serv- 
ices has been shown in a concrete form. In 
Providence, R.I., a veterans’ group spon- 
sored an addition to the central library as a 
war memorial. The Amvets and_ the 
American Legion gave active support to a 
successful drive for a new million-dollar 
building for ‘Tacoma, Wash. 


Most Popular Subjects 


TOMIC ENERGY, in its scientific, not its 
A political implications, is by far the 
most popular subject in the field of science. 
Since the end of the war the intense interest 
in aviation has been replaced by a growing 
curiosity about discoveries and inventions 
developed under wartime secrecy. Short 
accounts of radar and jet propulsion in 
magazines and over the radio send people in 
search of more material on the subject. 
Serious discussions of the possibilities of 
science and fantastic novels about the fu- 
ture are both increasingly popular. ‘There 
is a great interest in advances in medicine. 
Many libraries say the shortage of doctors 
has sent patients to the library to read more 
about their ailments. Other readers are 
prompted by curiosity about new techniques 
and drugs being mentioned in the news. 

“People in general are turning toward 


books of information that give individuals 


help with their particular problems,” says 
the librarian of Orlando, Fla. Books of 
etiquette are in demand, so is material on 
games and parties. Books on child care 
and applied psychology are being read in 
search of solutions for specific problems. 


Boys’ and Girls’ Reading 
BRB” AND GIRLS’ interests in reading 


are much the same as those of their 
elders. The most frequently read _ titles 
among recent children’s books are: Lenski, 
Strawberry Girl; Farley, Black Stallion Re- 
turns; Lambert, Up Goes the Curtain; 
Gray, Sandy; Haywood, Betsy and the 
Boys; McGinley, The Plain Princess; Pe- 
tersham, The Rooster Crows; Tunis, Yea! 
Wildcats!; Estes, Hundred Dresses; 
Henry, Justin Morgan Had a Horse. 
Businessmen have increased their use of 
the library in even the smallest communities. 
Trenton, New Haven, and Cleveland all 
report over a 50 per cent increase while 
Kanawha County, W.Va., says that 16 
per cent of the requests asked in the adult 
department are from businessmen. Most 
of the requests are for quick reference serv- 
for materials on market trends and 





ice 
business statistics. New sources of ma- 
terials are constantly sought in an effort to 
overcome shortages. Many libraries re- 
ported frequent inquiries about the possi- 
bilities for new markets, especially in Latin 
America. 

Circulation in Milwaukee increased 39 
per cent during the past year, but most re- 
porting libraries showed increases ranging 
from I to 25 per cent. The revenues of 
one-third of these libraries remained the 
same as last year. 

CecetiA T. HorrMann, Assistant 
A.L.A. Public Relations Office 
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Part of a Report Presented to the Council 


at Midwinter by the Federal Relations Office Director 


The National Relations Program 


INCE the Council approved the Pro- 
gram for Action for the National Re- 
lations Office at the Midwinter 

meeting last December, the work of the 
Federal Relations Committee has centered 
about this Program for Action. ‘The office 
has established a pattern which should be 
a guide for future activities. 

Since last December there have been es- 
tablished forty-four state federal relations 
committees, which usually consist of the 
president of the state library association, 
the head of the state library extension 
agency, a coordinator appointed for four 
years by the president of the state associa- 
tion, and a publicity director appointed by 
the coordinator. 

The committees work in close cooperation 
with the Public Relations Office at A.L.A. 
Headquarters and the National Relations 
Office in Washington. They tie together 
the work of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee and the Public Relations Committee. 
They are kept informed of current happen- 
ings on the federal relations front through 
the “Federal Relations News,” which is 
sent on an average about twice each month; 
and by a “Circular Letter” from the Public 
Relations Office, which is mailed approxi- 
mately once each month. 

The committees have proved to be ex- 
tremely valuable assets to the work of the 
Federal Relations Committee and to the 
library movement as a whole. They are 
responsible for arousing lay interest in na- 
tional library problems, in library legisla- 
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tion, and in providing means for the na- 
tional relations program to be presented to 
Congress and various federal departments. 

The Federal Relations Committee has 
adopted three principal objectives for the 
coming year: the first, the Library Service 
Demonstration Bill; the second, support of 
the Library Service Division of the U.S. 
Office of Education; and the third, the es- 
tablishment of the Library of Congress as 
a national library of the United States. 


Library Demonstration Bill 


HE Library Service Demonstration Bill 
"Tit be introduced early in the next ses- 
sion of Congress. Its sponsors in the Senate 
will be Senator Aiken and Senator Hill. 
In the House the sponsors will be selected 
within the first weeks of the new session. 
It will receive both Republican and Demo- 
cratic support. Its chances for passage will 
depend upon the work of the state federal 
relations committees and of librarians and 
friends of libraries everywhere. 

There will be some inevitable delays be- 
cause of the reorganization of the new 
Congress, but we have high hope of passage 
before the beginning of a new fiscal year. 

The chief instrument for increasing 
the facilities of the Library Service 
Division of the Office of Education will be 
the Library Service Demonstration Bill. 
This bill will, in effect, implement one of 
the objectives for which this division was 
founded and will enable the Office of Edu- 


cation to stimulate the establishment of ade- 
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quate library service in many portions of 
the United States. 
crease the prestige of the division both 
within and without Washington. 

The Library Service Division is, with the 
Research Division of the Office of Educa- 
tion, embarking on an over-all program of 
collecting library statistics. During the 
present year it has collected statistics for 
public libraries. In the coming year it will 
collect statistics for college and university 
libraries, and later will collect statistics on 
The statistical program 


It will inevitably in- 


school libraries. 


will embrace three types of service: first, 
an annual collection of statistics based on 
a representative sample, to be published as 
soon as possible after the collection is made; 
second, a comprehensive collection of statis- 
tics at intervals of four to five years; third, 
the collection of data for special statistical 
projects. There will also be available, 
from the material collected on this program, 
a body of raw statistical data for the use of 
research workers in library problems. 
Paut Howarp, Director 
Federal Relations Office 


Public Library Service “Demonstration Bill Now S48 


HE Public Library Service Demonstra- 
‘Bae Bill was introduced into the Senate, 
Jan. 6, 1947, by Senator Lister Hill, of 
Alabama, and Senator George D. Aiken, 
of Vermont. Paul Howard believes that 
its Senate number, $.48, is the lowest ever 


accorded an education bill. 

The bill, as introduced, includes the 
amendments incorporated by the Senate last 
year: the program will last for five years 
instead of four, and states can match funds 
up to $75,000 rather than $50,000. 


Nine of the thirteen members of the new 
Senate Labor and Public Welfare Com- 
mittee supported the bill last year, while 
two of the members were recently elected to 
the Senate. 

The House Committee on Education and 
Labor has not yet been completed, although 
Congressman Fred A. Bartley, Jr., of New 
Jersey, has been designated chairman. For 
this and other strategic reasons, there will 
be some delay before the bill is introduced 
in the House. 
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Federal Relations Notes from the 


Midwinter Conference 
Mary C. 


HE (GRAND BALLROOM of the 
Drake Hotel in Chicago has for 
several weeks ceased to resound 
with talk of atomic energy, adult educa- 


tion, UNESCO, and 


which characterized the Midwinter Con- 


library extension 
ference. But, if enthusiasm and determina- 
tion are contagious, the six hundred dele- 
gates attending the conference have taken 
back to their own libraries ideas and practi- 
cal plans to further the power and import- 
ance of their institutions. 

Librarians interested in the national re- 
lations program, with their energy and 
initiative, 
State delegates, attending the State Federal 
Relations Committees meeting on Sunday, 


were particularly impressive. 


December 28, came with a practical knowl- 
edge of the needs and accomplishments of 
their own states and, perhaps more im- 
portant, an avid curiosity about the plans 
of Paul Howard and of the A.L.A. Public 
Relations Office and about the activities of 
the other forty-four state federal relations 
committees, 

Most of the discussion centered about the 
spearhead of the program, which is, as in 
1945-46, the Public Library Service Demon- 
stration Bill. Paul Howard stated that 
particular emphasis during the next few 
months will also be placed on support of 








@ Miss Tvomey, a recent graduate of Mundelein Col- 
lege in Chicago, where she majored in journalism, 
worked for several months at the Subsistence, Research, 
and Development Laboratory, O.Q.M.G., U.S. Army, 
before joining the A.L.A. public relations staff in 
March 1946. 
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the Library Service Division of the U.S. 
Office of Education and on establishment 
of the Library of Congress as the national 
library of the United States. 

Several states have begun work on legis- 
lation for regional library service which 
correlates with provisions of the Public 
Library Service Demonstration _ Bill. 
Maryan E. Reynolds summarized during 
the federal relations meeting the Washing- 
ton state plan, which, to the layman not 
versed in legal terminology, seemed to have 
provisions to cover any and all occurrences 
related to libraries in either Congress or the 
state legislature. 

Paul Howard plans to distribute this 
plan as an issue of the “Federal Relations 
News.” Mr. Howard emphasized the value 
of such plans as concrete evidence of state 
interest in rural library extension. He 
stated that thirty individual plans correlat- 
ing state legislation to provisions of the 
Public Library Service Demonstration Bill 
would assure passage of the latter. 

One of the highlights of the federal rela- 
tions meeting was John Howard Knicker- 
bocker’s detailed report of the work of the 
Pennsylvania state committee. A dynamo 
of energy directed toward forwarding the 
Public Library Service Demonstration Bill 
seems to have been released in Pennsylvania. 
Librarians have joined hands to sell the 
bill to legislators, newspaper editors, au- 
thors, and heads of national and civic or- 
ganizations. The committee kept librarians 
informed of developments on the national 
program through action letters, state bulle- 
tins, and personal contact. Pennsylvania 
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has done a magnificent job of interesting 
important people outside the library profes- 
sion in the bill, who have, in turn, used their 
influence with senators and representatives. 

Mr. Knickerbocker stressed the impor- 
tance of personal contact in gaining sup- 
port. Kits of information, composed of 
copies of Equal Chance, editorial material, 
“Questions and Answers,” and, most im- 
portant, a summary of state library needs 
were used to good advantage in paving the 
way for support of the Public Library 
Service Demonstration Bill. Mr. Knicker- 
bocker must have had a secret pocket for 
the kits, judging from the way he produced 
them at the psychological moment. 


Publicity Useful 


J ® WERE MUCH encouraged to learn, 
W during the conference, that the pub- 
licity circular letters and materials emanat- 
ing from the Public Relations Office were 
successfully used: by most state committees. 
Answers to a questionnaire distributed to 
state coordinators and publicity directors 
will be the basis for materials circulated to 
state committees during 1946-47. We plan 
to circulate successful methods used in vari- 
ous states so as to pass on the talent and 
experience of the forty-four committees 
from one to another. 

Librarians reported verbally and in an- 
swer to the questionnaire that it is much 
easier to gain support for the Public Li- 
brary Service Demonstration Bill when state 
and local gains, which will be realized when 
the bill is passed, are emphasized. Most 
states have materials used in various cam- 
paigns which should complement materials 
distributed on the national relations pro- 
gram. 

Librarians have proved that they are 
splendid salesmen in promoting this cam- 
paign. The general knowledge of the bill 
and almost missionary zeal held by many 


librarians is an optimistic indication of suc- 
cess. “Our bill’? was an expression widely 
heard throughout the conference. The en- 
thusiasm and push of many state committees 
makes the familiar slogan, ““The impossible 
we do at once—miracles take a little 
longer,” fit their efforts admirably. 

Like all good salesmen, librarians re- 
ported many objections. Nobody believed 
that the bill would pass or the rest of the 
program succeed without continued efforts 
to inform the public and arouse its support. 


Not Federal Aid 
S UPPORTERS of the bill have met strong 


opposition against federal aid. This is 
not a sectional argument but a reaction from 
all parts of the country. 

In reality, the Public Library Service 
Demonstration Bill differs radically from 
straight federal aid. A straight federal aid 
bill to libraries would require something 
like $30,000,000 per year whereas the Pub- 
lic Library Service Demonstration Bill will 
not require more than $3,750,000 per year 
for five years. The philosophy of the 
two is also entirely different. The objec- 
tives of the Public Library Service Demon- 
stration Bill are: to provide demonstrations 
of library service in rural areas which will 
stimulate state and local governments to 
establish library service from their own re- 
sources and to establish a research program 
based on methods of giving library service 
to problem areas. It is much more economi- 
cal and effective to do this on a nationwide 
basis, comparing forty-eight state projects, 
than to wait as each state does it over a 
period of years. 

Another argument frequently met is that 
the federal government should not initiate 
new projects costing money during these 
times. 

The maintenance of research and 
demonstration programs has been a long- 
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established function of the federal govern- 
ment. Ihe experimental program of the 
Department of Agriculture is a demonstra- 
tion program, carried on to discover new 
agricultural methods. The Bureau of 
Mines has been doing the same sort of thing. 
The federal government last year appro- 
priated something like $30,000,000 to ex- 
periment in the use of low-grade coal, 
looking forward to the time when our sup- 
plies of higher grade coals will have been 
exhausted. ‘The federal government has 
carried on research and demonstration pro- 
grams in seven of the nine states of the 
T.V.A. area. Demonstration activity was 
specifically mentioned when the Library 
Service Division was established. In estab- 
lishing new legislation rather than appro- 
priating an added amount to the division 
budget, states are encouraged to participate 
actively. The research and demonstration 
programs will be much more effective than 
if the federal government established such 
demonstrations without local cooperation. 


Material To Be Distributed 


HESE ARE the two arguments most fre- 
T quently used in opposition to the bill, ac- 
cording to convention delegates. We will 
answer the others in the “Questions and 
Answers” supplement, to be distributed to 


state committees soon. 


These materials will be useful, though, 
only insofar as they are circulated through- 
out the states. We realized, more surely 
than ever, at the conference, that the 
program will succeed onthe basis of the 
educational and public relations program 
carried on by the state committees with the 
support of their states’ entire professional 
personnel. The only people congressmen 
are really interested in listening to are 
people from back home. We will not need 
to use pressure tactics—our case can sell 
itself when well presented. 


A Forward Step 


E FELT that most delegates shared our 

belief that the national relations pro- 
gram is a forward step for the library move- 
ment in America. For the first time, we 
have a library front based on specific objec- 
tives with glamor and public appeal. 

The State Federal Relations Committees 
will find many librarians eager and ready 
to serve. ‘To carry on a public relations 
job as outlined in the National Relations 
Handbook is a tremendous responsibility. 
But circulating responsibility throughout 
the state helps to spread enthusiasm and 
encourage a spirit of participation. It is 
this spirit of participation among librarians 
which will ultimately make the national re- 
lations program a success. 


FM R : T. Pro ject 


HE Junior Members Round Table of A.L.A. is again active. Members attending 
meetings held at the Buffalo and Midwinter Conferences were unanimously in favor 
of continuing this section. States reporting their activities so far include Illinois, Indiana, 


Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and California. 


In cooperation with the A.L.A. International Relations Office, the round table is spon- 
soring a project to send boxes of food and clothing to destitute European librarians. State 
groups which wish to participate in this may do so by writing to the chairman of the round 
table, Frances Stalker, Shelby Branch, Indianapolis Public Library. 
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A Progress Report on the A.L.A. 
International Relations Office 


International Middleman 


VINCENT EATON AND ELOISE TAYLOR 


SUITE of ten study rooms on the fifth 
floor of the Library of Congress An- 
nex in Washington houses the Inter- 

national Relations Office of the American 
Library Association. Here, since 1943, the 
A.L.A. has served as middleman for libraries 
throughout the world in conducting many 
international projects, planning future 
activities. and helping individuals, national 
bodies, and government officials who have 
sought its professional advice on library 
matters. 

Actually, the office is the operating organi- 
zation for the A.L.A. International Rela- 
tions Board, established five years ago to pro- 
vide 


international work previously performed by 


unified administrative control over 


several relatively autonomous committees. 
The board is composed of five experienced 
librarians who elect their own chairman. 


They meet three or four times a year, always 


@ Mz. Eaton joined the Library of Congress staff in 
1935 and has worked in the Manuscript and General 
Reference and Bibliography 1943 he 
entered the Army and was later assigned to the His 
tory Division, E.T.O., where he wrote a monograph 
for the War Department on overseas operations. He 
holds an A.B. degree from Harvard, 1934. This 
winter he spent two months in the A.L.A. International 
Relations Office compiling data for Ralph R. Shaw, 
on A.L.A.’s international activities. 

Miss Taylor is a special assistant in the A.L.A. In 
ternational Relations Office. She is a graduate of 
Principia College, Elsah, Ill. Before the 
A.L.A. staff, she was associate editor of The Ameri- 
can Observer. 


Divisions. In 


joining 


OC _ 
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keeping in close touch with their Washington 
secretariat. At present four subcommittees 
appointed by the board give particular atten- 
tion to specialized matters: the Committee 
on Aid to Libraries in War Areas, the Com- 
mittee on Library Cooperation with Latin 
America, the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Europe and Africa, and the 
Committee on Library Cooperation with the 
Orient and South Pacific. 

The office of the Committee on Aid to 
Libraries in War Areas predates the Inter- 
national Relations Office by three years but 
merged with it in 1943. When the war 
interrupted purchase of learned journals by 
foreign libraries, the Medical Division of the 
Rockefeller Foundation suggested and of- 
fered to finance an emergency purchase 
project based on prewar subscription statis- 
tics supplied by publishers. About 375 schol- 
arly periodicals were included in the purchase 
plan. Depending on their importance, up to 
seventy sets of each title were ordered, with 
publishers asked to lay them away for post- 
war distribution. More than forty-five 
thousand annual sets of periodicals were 
acquired in this way through the end of 
1945, and the project was extended to cover 
1946. A drive launched early in 1942 
brought forth voluntary contributions to 
complete sets for which single issues were 
no longer in stock and to provide additional 
sets and prewar issues, and more than forty 
libraries in this country gave storage space 
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Distribution of the 
periodicals to national research centers 
abroad began early in 1945 and will be 
completed by June of this year. 

The Books for War Areas program, also 
financed with Rockefeller Foundation 
funds, complements the periodicals project. 
A special list of books published in the 
United States between 1939 and 1943 in 
the scientific and humanistic fields was pre- 
pared under the direction of Charles F. Mc- 
Combs, chief bibliographer of the New 
York Public Library. 
Randall French and also had the help of 
the American Council of Learned Societies, 


for these donations. 


He was assisted by 


the Special Libraries Association, the Medi- 
cal Library Association, and other interested 
groups. Foster M. Palmer, of Harvard 
University, prepared supplementary lists for 
books published in 1944 and 1945. ‘Thirty- 
five sets of five hundred to eight hundred 
titles each from the McCombs’ list were 
made up for shipment to foreign countries. 
These are being followed by the later selec- 
tions as bibliographical, ordering, and check- 
ing operations are completed. 


Cooperation with A.B.C. 


HE International Relations Office has 
+ worked closely, too, with the American 
Book Center for War Devastated Libraries, 
Inc., in its program to restock library col- 
lections in countries which suffered severe 
war damage. ‘The office transferred to the 
center large amounts of material accumu- 
lated in connection with its war areas 
campaigns. 

The Books for Latin America program 
began in 1942 under administration of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, and 
has been continued by the Department of 
State. Through it, more than nine hundred 
libraries have received grants for book pur- 


chases, ranging from _ relatively modest 


amounts to as much as twenty thousand dol- 
lars, 

During the war small numbers of needed 
volumes and microfilms of medical works 
were flown to China; with the end of hostili- 
ties, a large program has been undertaken 
with the State Department to aid Chinese 
universities in their task of reconstruction. 
Libraries in the Philippines, India, and the 
Near East are receiving similar assistance. 
An advisory committee representing the De- 
partment of State, the Library of Congress, 
and the International Relations Office deter- 
mines the merits of each request for grants- 
in-aid and the extent to which funds should 
be supplied; then the office, corresponding 
directly with the libraries concerned, fur- 


nishes bibliographical advice and attends to 


the complicated details of placing orders 
with publishers and arranging for ship- 
ments. 

Other purchase projects handled by the 
office have benefited cultural institutes in 


Latin America (sponsored by the Coordi- ’ 


nator of Inter-American Affairs and the 
Department of State), Norwegian libraries 
(undertaken for the Norwegian govern- 
ment and its friends), the Peace Palace at 
The Hague (for the Carnegie Foundation 
for International Peace), and the American 
Library in Paris (at the request of, its 
trustees). Recently the office selected, 
purchased, and shipped “Books for the Kids 
of China” with funds voluntarily donated 
by American soldiers serving overseas. 


Libraries in Latin America 


NTIL the end of 1946, three American 

libraries in Latin America were ad- 
ministered by the office for the State De- 
partment. The Biblioteca Benjamin 
Franklin in Mexico City was established by 
A.L.A. for the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs early in 1942; the other 
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two—the Biblioteca Americana de Nica- 
ragua and the Biblioteca Artigas- Washing- 
ton in Montevideo—were established by the 
American Council of Learned Societies for 
the coordinator and later turned over to 
A.L.A. for administration. ‘These libraries, 
patterned after American public libraries, 
supply book circulation and reference serv- 
ices to their communities. They also have 
developed group activities such as English 
classes and musical performances. With 
Rockefeller Foundation funds, a_photo- 
duplication laboratory was set up in the 
Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin, which also 
was enabled to make a union catalog of 
scientific periodicals in Mexican libraries. 

Library schools have been conducted at 
Santiago, Bogota, Quito, Lima, and Sao 
Paulo. The office provided a complete 
documentation of library work in the 
United States for a French reconstruction 
committee and has answered small requests 
for information on technical library prac- 
tices by furnishing appropriate literature. 
Translations of A.L.A. publications and 
manuals by Latin American publishers have 
also been arranged through the office. Fifty 
research centers abroad were supplied with 
sets of the Catalog of Printed Books Repre- 
sented by Library of Congress Catalog 
Cards. 

Exchanges of Personnel 

OUND international relations have been 
S strengthened by exchanges of library 
personnel. The office suggests candidates 
to be brought here under the government’s 
program for student exchanges and main- 
tains a Foreign Library Service Roster of 
more than five hundred names from which 
candidates are recommended for work in 
libraries abroad. 


Visitors to the office are numerous, but 


always welcome. Many of theni bring re- 
quests for help; many, in turn, supply help- 


ful information on conditions in their own 
localities. ‘When personal contacts are im- 
possible, letters are exchanged. 

The United Nations, UNESCO, 
UNRRA, the Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization of the United Nations, the Car- 
negie Endowment for International Peace, 
the American Council of Learned Societies, 
the National Research Council, the Social 
Science Research Council, the Commission 
for International Educational Reconstruc- 
tion—all of these have had the office’s co- 
operation in special projects. On behalf of 
American libraries, the office has partici- 
pated in the work of the Joint Committee 
on Importations, the Alien Property Cus- 
todian’s program for reproducing foreign 
research materials, and the recent Coopera- 
tive Acquisitions Project to bring and dis- 
tribute quantities of European wartime 
publications among institutions in this 
country. 

Financing 


HE I.R.O. work has been financed by 
| grants of more than $800,000 from the 
Rockefeller Foundation; some $950,000 
from the Department of State and other 
government agericies; and about $25,000 
from private sources and official bodies 
in other countries—altogether, about 
$1,800,000. 

The present director of the office, (Mr.) 
Marion A. Milczewski, serves also as secre- 
tary to the International Relations Board. 
Dorothy J. Comins, executive assistant of 
the Committee on Aid to Libraries in War 
Areas, and Rae Cecilia Kelly, in charge of 
the Acquisitions Unit, head departments 
within the office. All of them utilize other 
professional and secretarial help, so that the 
office has grown a great deal since its incep- 
tion in 1943. Much of its growth came 
during the directorship of Harry M. Lyden- 
berg, who retired last October. 





Budget Committee Report to 
Council 


A.L.A. 


that the A.L.A. 


situation is bad, is to repeat what 


O SAY financial 

has been said in many previous 
years. The current situation always seems 
serious; there is so much more to be done 
than available funds will permit doing. 
We have gone through the war years with a 
reasonably stable over-all income; though 
income from endowments has gone down, 
income from membership dues has gone 
up. But income has not increased enough 
The 


while not 


to offset rising costs of operation, 
long-term outlook, however, 


cheerful, at least has some _ promising 
The Budget Committee feels that 


we have reached a critical period in A.L.A. 


aspects, 


budgeting. 
Our difficulty in preparing current budg- 
ets was caused chiefly by three factors: 


a. The change from rented quarters to our 
own building occasioned nonrecurring and un- 
anticipated expenses amounting to over nine 
thousand dollars. Two-thirds of this unantici- 
pated expense was due to unavoidable delay in 
moving and our consequent failure to save four 
months’ rent, as was anticipated a year ago 

b. Registrations at the Buffalo Conference 
were only a little over half the budgeted figure, 
while the cost of the conference was about 
three thousand dollars more than budgeted 

c. The disparity between the A.L.A. salary 
scale and salaries in the Chicago area caused 
heavy staff turnover and necessitated paying 
higher salaries for new people during the cur- 
rent year. 


The Budget Committee, at its annual 
meeting in early October, was faced with 
the problem of attempting to finance Head- 
quarters activities and to increase salaries 
substantially. The old salary scale adopted 
during the depression was entirely out of 
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line with current needs, and the amount 
required to the new 
classification and pay plan approved by the 
Executive Board would have meant increas- 
ing the pay roll at least twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. This could not be done. We 
did, however, take a major step in the right 
direction by adding thirteen thousand dol- 
lars to the salary budget (an over-all in- 
crease of 7 per cent). 

Council instructed the Budget Commit- 
tee to take into account the A.L.A. Salary 
Policy Statement in figuring salaries for the 
Headquarters staff and to give first con- 
sideration to the needs of A.C.R.L. With 
this directive, the Budget Committee had 
two choices in balancing the budget. On 
the one hand, it might recommend to the 
Executive Board that two or three Head- 


to adjust salaries 


quarters activities be completely eliminated, 
saving possibly twenty thousand dollars. 
The second possibility was that, with the 
approval of the Finance Committee, it 
might make maximum rather than conserva- 
tive estimates of income. It chose the latter 
We have stretched several 


For example, the registra- 


alternative. 
income items. 
tion fee, which has been one dollar for a 
generation or more, has been raised to three 
Also, a campaign to increase spe- 
cial membership income was authorized, and 
a new Committee on A.L.A. Income was 
created. The Council has approved pay- 
ment of the ninety-four-hundred-dollar defi- 
cit occasioned by Headquarters moving ex- 
penses from endowment funds. 

At the end of this fiscal year it may de- 
velop that income from dues and con- 
ference is less than budgeted and that con- 
ference costs are greater than budgeted. 


dollars. 
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The next Budget Committee may again be 
faced with a deficit. There is no general 
contingent fund in our entire budget of 


nearly four hundred thousand dollars. 


Possible Remedies 


HERE ARE two remedies: one, to in- 
T crease A.L.A. income substantially, not 
less than twenty to thirty thousand dollars a 
year; the other, to eliminate some Head- 
quarters activities. Of course, this is not 
a solution, but we should not undertake 
activities we cannot pay for. A possible 
middle course may be to increase income and 
eliminate one of our going activities. We 
should not expect to continue deficit financ- 
ing. The use of endowment fund capital 
for a three-year period, as approved by 
Council, will help tide us over the postwar 
period, but additional income from other 


sources must be found if activities are to be 
maintained as at present. This does not 
take into account constantly recurring de- 
mands for expansion and for new activities. 


Decision Must Be Made 
ye: which we delay too long in 


making will be made for us by force 

of circumstances. We should decide before 
next August 31 whether we will attempt to 
carry all we are now carrying and deter- 
mine well in advance what activities, if any, 
must be eliminated before the next Budget 
Committee has the responsibility for present- 
ing its recommendations to the Executive 
Board. 

Mary U. Rorurock, Chairman 

Wa rer T. BRAHM 

Rupo_PH H. GJELSNEsSS 

PauL NortH RICE 


(A. L.cA’s Atomic Energy Education ‘Project 


HE A.L.A., with the help of Emerson 

Greenaway, of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, is developing an atomic energy edu- 
cation program which is an extension of the 
plan briefly described on page 38. The 
major part of the project is the sending of a 
commission of four experts—a natural scien- 
tist, a social scientist, a librarian, and an 
expert in adult education, who would also 
be the discussion leader—to selected large 
libraries. The program as now worked out 
would include: (1) A semi-public meeting 
of members of the library staff, other li- 
brarians in the area, and representatives of 
community organizations of all types; (2) a 
movie on atomic energy; (3) presentation by 
the panel of experts of the scientific facts of 


atomic energy, the problem of living in an 


atomic age, and what the library and other 
community organizations can do about dis- 
seminating information; (4) general discus- 
sion by the entire group directed toward de- 
velopment of a program which could be car- 
ried on in the community; and (5) as- 
sistance by the panel members after the meet- 
ing in producing concrete action from the 
meeting and in planning the community’s 
future program. 

The A.L.A. is now seeking a foundation 
grant to enable the team of experts to visit 
the cities selected, and a meeting of scientists, 
librarians, and adult education experts was 
held in Baltimore on January 23 to discuss 
the whole program. Further information 
about the project as it develops will appear in 
forthcoming issues of the Bulletin. 





A.L.A. Council Minutes 


First SESSION 


‘THE FIRST SESSION of the A.L.A. Council 
during the Midwinter Conference convened at 
2:50 P.M. on Dec. 27, 1946, in Chicago. Mary 
U. Rothrock, President of the Association, 


presided. 
Foreign Guests 


After the meeting was called to order, 
President Rothrock called upon Flora B. 
Ludington to present two foreign visitors— 
S. C. Chu, of the National Teachers College 
of Peiping, and F. C. Francis, secretary of the 
British Museum. 


Report on UNESCO 


President Rothrock next called on Carl H. 
Milam, recently returned from Paris as an 
advisor to the United States delegation to 
UNESCO. Mr. Milam’s report appears in 
this issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. 


Committee on Chapters 


Harold F. Brigham, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Chapters, presented a report of his 
committee. A digest of Mr. Brigham’s report 
appears on pages 19-20 of the January 4.L.A. 
Bulletin. The Council adopted the report as 
presented. 


Institutional Membership Dues 


Emerson Greenaway, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Institutional Membership Dues, 
presented his report, a digest of which appears 
on page 20 of the January 4.L.A. Bulletin. 
In the discussion that followed the presenta- 
tion of the report, questions were raised as to 
what proportion of the income would go to the 
divisions, that the law of diminishing returns 
had been exceeded, and that some of the dues 
were too high. Mr. Greenaway replied that 
dues and their allocation to divisions are being 
considered by the Fourth Activities Commit- 
tee and that no change in the report of the 
Committee on Institutional Dues will be made 
until the Fourth Activities Committee brings 
in its opinion on the problem of allocation of 
dues. President Rothrock then pointed out that 
this was a special committee making a report. 
If the Council approved the recommendations 
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of the committee, the Council was thereby 
recommending a change in the By-Laws of the 
Association and that a vote would be taken 
at the next conference of the Association un- 
less Council orders a mail vote. The motion 
to accept the committee report was put to a 
vote and carried. 


Council Practice and Procedure 


President Rothrock next called upon John 
S. Richards to make a report for the Com- 
mittee on Council Practice and Procedure. A 
digest of this report appears on page 20 of the 
January 4.L.A. Bulletin. It was voted that 
the report as read by Mr. Richards to Council 
be adopted. 


1947 Midwinter Conference 


Paul North Rice next presented the ques- 
tion of the 1947 Midwinter Conference, saying 
that after considerable expression of interest 
in a Midwinter Conference which would not 
come during the holidays, the Executive Board 
had authorized the Executive Secretary to en- 
deavor to find hotel accommodations for the 
1947 Midwinter Conference during the third 
or fourth week of January. Tentative reserva- 
tions for a conference date during Christmas 
week were made for holding the 1947 confer- 
ence at the Drake. A vote of the Council indi- 
cated that a later date was preferable. 


Nominating Committee Report 


Nancy E. Hoyle, a member of the Nominat- 
ing Committee, presented the report of that 
committee to Council. The report appeared in 
the December 1 4.L.4. Bulletin, page 812. 
The motion to adopt the report by the Council 
was carried unanimously. 


Assembly of Librarians of the Americas 


A notice of the forthcoming Assembly of 
Librarians of the Americas, scheduled to open 
May 12, 1947, at the Library of Congress in 
Washington for four weeks, was read to 
Council for Luther H. Evans by Marietta 
Daniels, special assistant to the Librarian of 
Congress. The purpose of the assembly is to 
give Latin American librarians an opportunity 
to work together on problems pertaining di- 
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rectly to libraries in their countries and to 
enable North American librarians to meet 
with South Americans to discuss topics of 
mutual interest. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M. 


SECOND SESSION 


The Council meeting convened at 2:30 P.M. 
on December 28. President Rothrock pre- 
sided. 


International Relations 


President Rothrock called upon Flora B. 
Ludington, chairman of the International Re- 
lations Board, to introduce the subject of the 
future of A.L.A. international activities. 
Ralph R. Shaw prepared a report on the fu- 
ture of international relations activity within 
the A.L.A., copies of which were given to the 
Councilors. The purpose of the report was to 
prepare for the board an evaluation of its 
worth over the years and to indicate the direc- 
tion in which international relations activities 
might well go within the next few years. 

The first question the report asked was, Did 
the board do what it was set up to do in 
accordance with the charter? The report in- 
dicated that it had done remarkably well in 
operating something like $1,800,000 worth of 
programs since it came into being. The Inter- 
national Relations Office operated these pro- 
grams at an administrative overhead of 4 per 
cent, in addition to doing a great deal of ad- 
visory work, consultations, and the like. In 
terms of operation, this program was a dis- 
tinguished program which built a great deal 
of goodwill for the Association. In spite of 
the expanded program of the board, less of 
A.L.A. members’ own money was spent than 
before the war when more restricted programs 
were carried on. This was due to the fact 
that the present activities are supported en- 
tirely by foundation grants. The report sug- 
gested more formal liaison with other inter- 
national relations programs than existed in the 
past. 

The report pointed out the possibility of 
establishing a single office in Washington to 
report on library interests including interna- 
tional and national relations work headed by 
an assistant executive secretary. 

The report also pointed out that one weak- 
ness was the failure to develop the interest of 
younger people in international relations. 


wn 
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The report pointed out the need for a two- 
way flow in our international relations, in 
that American librarians have a great deal to 
gain from libraries and librarians abroad as 
well as things to give. 

The report asked if there was any point in 
maintaining an International Relations Board 
in view of the expanding federal international 
program in the library field. The answer is 
“ves” in that, for example, the United Nations 
cannot get in touch with every library or 
librarian in every country with which they 
deal. They must have channels of communi- 
cation with libraries and librarians in various 
countries, and the more active their program 
becomes, the more they are going to need the 
help of nongovernmental agencies which can 
help in the community. 


Use of Endowment Funds 
Miss Rothrock next called on Charles F. 


Gosnell, chairman of the special Committee to 
Study the Use of Endowment Funds. A 


digest of this report appears on page 20 of the 
January 4.L.A. Bulletin. 


Constitution and By-Laws 


Hobart R. Coffey, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Constitution and By-Laws, pre- 
sented the report of his committee. This re- 
port appears in this issue of the 4.L.4. Bul- 
letin. 


L. C. Policy Planning Committee 


Keyes D. Metcalf, chairman, read the re- 
port of the Library of Congress Policy Plan- 
ning Committee which he thought should be 
brought to the attention of the A.L.A. Coun- 
cilors for suggestions and constructive criti- 
cism. Copies of this report were distributed 
to the Councilors. Mr. Metcalf read the reso- 
lution as voted by the A.L.A. Executive 
Board: 


The Executive Board of the American Library 
Association, realizing the importance of the li- 
brary resources of the federal government to 
American libraries, American scholars and re- 
search workers, has considered and discussed 
the tentative report of the Library of Congress 
Policy Planning Committee dated Dec. 10, 1946. 
It heartily approves the report in principle and 
it goes on record specifically in its approval of 
(1) the recommendation that the Congress 
recognize officially that the Library of Congress 
is the national library of the United States; (2) 
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the acquisition program proposed in the report; 
(3) the proposed relationship between the Li- 
brary of Congress and nonfederal libraries, and 
the service that the report recommends the Li- 
brary of Congress should provide for those li- 
braries and for individuals who are not federal 
employees; (4) that closer relations be estab- 
lished between the Library of Congress and 
other government libraries, on a basis that will 
assure the continued support of the working 
collections and special services of the libraries 
in government agencies and improved service by 
the Library of Congress for all government li- 
braries and other agencies. The above approval 
and endorsement was voted with the understand- 
ing that the changes in the draft of the report 
which Mr. Mecalf read to the board are to be 
inserted in the report. 


Federal Relations 


President Rothrock next called on Raymond 
C. Lindquist, vice chairman, to read the 
progress report of the Federal Relations Com- 
mittee for Carl Vitz, chairman, who was not 
able to be present. The report dealt with 
work of the committee and the functions of 
the National Relations Office, the efforts to 
untangle surplus property acquisition of the 
War Assets Administration, and the objectives 
of the committee for the coming year: (1) 
support of the Public Library Service Demon- 
stration Bill; (2) support of the Library Serv- 
ice Division of the Office of Education; (3) 
establishment of the Library of Congress as 
the national library of the United States. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 P.M. 


THIRD SESSION 


The Council meeting convened at 2:45 P.M. 
on Dec. 29, 1946. President Rothrock presided. 


Relations of Divisions to A.L.A. 


President Rothrock called on Emerson 
Greenaway, as chairman of both the Fourth 
Activities Committee and the Committee on 
Relations of Divisions to the A.L.A., to 
present his report. Mr. Greenaway requested 
that he make the two reports together in 
order that they might have logical continuity. 
The eight resolutions adopted by the Com- 
mittee on Relations of Divisions to the A.L.A. 
which he read to Council are as follows: 


1. That the A.L.A. should try to achieve such 
participation by all subject groups and geo- 


graphical units as will enable each member to 
have, and to feel that he has, a share of re- 
sponsibility for A.L.A. support, policies, and 
activities. 

2. That the autonomy in affecting 
primarily their own members and _ institutions 
provided by the Constitution and By-Laws to 
divisions and, so far as possible, to sections, 
should be made effective; and that additional 
efforts should be made to give divisions a pro- 
portionate share of responsibility for policy mak- 
ing and activities, including special projects 
which affect them as well as other groups. 

3. That machinery be provided which will 
enable the chapters, while retaining the auton- 
omy they have always enjoyed, to have a large 
share in policy making and activities primarily 
in order that due consideration may be given to 
regional and state differences in library needs 
and possibilities. 

4. That decisions as to what matters are of 
concern to the A.L.A., even while affecting inter- 
ests of subject groups and chapters, must often 
be made by the A.L.A. Council for policy and 
the Executive Board for administration; and 
that these bodies should, therefore, be made as 
fully representative of all groups as possible. 

5. That the Headquarters staff (wherever 
located) is to be considered as a secretariat for 
the Association as a whole; that its interests 
should be as wide as those of the whole Associa- 
tion including divisions, sections, round tables, 
chapters, boards, and committees; that, although 
perfect balance in emphasis in any one year is 
not to be expected, there should be reasonable 
distribution of emphasis in a decade. 

6. That large divisions and other major inter- 
ests should be represented by specialists; that 
each specialist should be responsible primarily 
to a board of directors of a division or, if there 
is no division in the special field, to an ap- 
propriate board or committee; that the work of 
each specialist should be so tied with the work 
of other specialists and with other activities of 
the Association as to enable all parts of the 
organization to derive some benefit and the 
Association as a whole to gain strength from the 
work of the specialist. 

7. That efforts should be made continuously 
to increase the representative character of com- 
mittees and boards as a means of facilitating 
participation of all groups in activities in which 
they are interested. 

8. That A.L.A. and its constituent groups and 
other library organizations should provide for 
continuous study of their relations to each other, 
to the end that autonomy for special groups may 
be attained and solidarity achieved for the pro- 
fession as a whole. 
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The Council voted to adopt the report as 
read. 


Committee on A.L.A. Income 


Luther H. Evans, Librarian of Congress, 
as chairman of the Committee on A.L.A. In- 
come, presented the report of his committee. 
He said that the financing of libraries’ and 
librarians’ activities is one of the most im- 
portant assignments our librarians have. The 
committee’s duties, Mr. Evans said, were to 
explore sources of income for activities en- 
dorsed by the Executive Board and to recom- 
mend to the board methods of financing these 
and other activities and of increasing the As- 
sociation’s general income. The committee 
could call on related committees for recom- 
mendations. The problem has not yet been 
thought through entirely as to just what kind 
of activities new income is needed to support 
and what kind of activities justify getting ad- 
ditional funds. One of the questions that has 
come up before the committee has been that it 
ought to emphasize to the A.L.A. membership 
the contribution which group activities can 
make to the things which all of us are indi- 
vidually fighting for, and that means, it seemed 
to Mr. Evans, that there has to be a closer 
knit integration between our individual prob- 
lems and the work of the organization. Mr. 
Evans felt that the committee ought to have 
the status of a special committee for at least 
a year. He also thought that the committee 
membership should be increased to include an 
individual who knows something about fund 
raising, possibly a trustee or perhaps one of 
the endowment trustees. He said that in dis- 
cussing what the committee ought to do, it 
was suggested that it ought to have a folder 
of projects that are within the framework of 
policy endorsed by the board. As to new 
sources of income, Mr. Evans said that the 
raising of institutional dues, presentation of 
projects to philanthropic institutions, more re- 
munerative classes of special membership, ad- 
ditional cooperative enterprises, cooperative 
financing of more statistics, and a real drive to 
increase the membership of A.L.A. from 50 to 
100 per cent by A.L.A.’s 75th anniversary are 
some of the methods the committee is now 
considering. The Council voted the acceptance 
of the committee report. 


Salary Policy Statement 


President Rothrock next called on Louis M. 
Nourse, chairman of the Board on Personnel 
Administration. Mr. Nourse presented a 
brief progress report on the implementation of 
the salary policy statement passed by the 
Council in Buffalo in June. That policy 
statement was printed in the October issue 
of the 4.L.A. Bulletin. Mr. Nourse said that 
ten thousand copies of the policy statement 
have been printed and distributed. He said 
that future plans call for following up the 
action that has been started and to see that 
eventually every state association handles the 
question in one way or another, that library 
groups discuss the salary policy statement, and 
also that a special trustees committee is being 
organized to enlist the support of the trustees 
for the statement. Mr. Nourse presented a 
revision to the salary policy statement which 
appeared on page 19 of the January 4.L.4. 
Bulletin. Council approved the revision as 
read. 


White Award 


President Rothrock next called on William 
H. Carlson to present the report of the Special 
Committee on the White Award for Agnes 
Camilla Hansen, chairman. This appears in 
this issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. Council ap- 
proved the re-establishment of the award as 
submitted by the committee. 


Letter Award 


Mr. Ulveling’s report on the Letter Award, 
that the award be accepted and known as the 
“Letter Award,” was approved as read by 
Council. The terms of the award appear in 
this issue of the Bulletin. 


Mr. Milam said that the consideration of 
awards during the past year had caused him to 
consider the possibility of obtaining awards for 
distinguished service in the library field. He 
said that in the educational and scientific fields, 
professors, scientists, and engineers are given 
awards from time to time for distinguished 
service. He said that he wished to propose 
that the Council authorize the appointment 
of a special committee to study the whole 
question of awards for library service. The 
Council voted the appointment of a special 
committee as suggested by Mr. Milam. 
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Audio-Visual Committee 


Mrs. Aubry Lee Graham, chairman of the 
Audio-Visual Committee, presented a resolu- 
tion for her committee. The resolution urged 
the extension and improvement of library film 
service and the production of films for library 
use. Council voted to approve the resolution 
as presented. 

Atomic Energy 

Harold F. Brigham next presented a resolu 
tion on atomic energy for consideration by the 
Council. This resolution appeared on page 
19 of the January 4.L.A. Bulletin. Council 
voted the adoption of the resolution and au- 
thorized the Executive Board to transmit it. 

Budget Committee 


President Rothrock then called on Paul 
North Rice, as First Vice President, to assume 
the chair while she presented the report of the 
Budget Committee. This report appears in 
this issue of the 4.L.d4. Bulletin. 


President's Report 


President Rothrock next presented her 
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presidential report. She discussed the inter- 
national, national, and internal affairs of the 
A.L.A. In the international field, she pointed 
out the expanding program of the A.L.A. in 
the international field, Ralph A. Ulveling’s 
work as a member of the United Nations com- 
mittee for UNESCO, Carl H. Milam’s work 
as advisor to the American delegation to 
UNESCO, and Ralph R. Shaw’s report as a 
guidepost to the future. In national affairs, 
she discussed the National Relations Office, 
the Metcalf report on the Library of Congress 
Policy Planning Committee, and the growing 
interest in regional thinking. In_ speaking 
about the internal affairs of the A.L.A,, 
President Rothrock spoke of the Fourth Ac- 
tivities Committee and its work with the 
Association’s machinery, the interest of the 
Association in the Wheeler report, the interest 
in the proposed study of the American public 
library as a social institution, and the theme 
for the San Francisco Conference in 1947, 
“Moratorium on Trivia.” 


The meeting adjourned at 4:15 P.M. 
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HIGHLY commendable sense of social 
A responsibility and a desire to share 
with constituents the decisions already 
reached, dominate the annual report for 
1946 of the president of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration. ‘The report, says Devereux C. 
Josephs, the president, is written for “re- 
cipients, present and future, of the income 
of this fund. It is written to inform them.” 

After giving the background of present 
staff 
added, he sets forth the general policy. He 


says, “we define the active principle of the 


members, including some _ recently 


Corporation as ‘promotion... . It is con- 
cern with the demonstrable rather than the 
Then fields are 


singled out for specific discussion. One is in- 


demonstrated.” several 
ternational relations. A significant sentence 
in this section is: the corporation “intends 
for its part, to offer help in making this 
country more literate and more emotionally 
mature in affairs and thus 
the goal referred to above—adult 


international 
achieve 
appreciation of international responsibility.” 

Other subjects specifically brought forth 
are: responsibilities of citizenship, the field 
of education, the social sciences, and surveys. 

The report of the president, together with 
the supplementary reports in the same cov- 
ers, is commended as good and profitable 
reading to all librarians. It outlines briefly 
a philosophy closely akin to that of the 
library and is certain to stimulate some new 
and useful ideas in the minds of librarian 


readers. 


HE THIRD ANNUAL East-West Institute 
for librarians was held in the New 
School for Social Research in New York 
City, January 25, under the sponsorship of 
the East-West Librarians Advisory Com- 
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By the Editor 


mittee headed by Mrs. Mildred Van Deusen 
Mathews, supervisor of adult services, New 
York Public Library. Principal speakers 
included Granville Hicks, Gertrude Emer- 


son, Ernest J. Simmons, and Ben Kuroki. 


W 
feed 18,000 sailors at a single meal, is now 
the reading room of the library of the new 
Chicago Undergraduate Division of the 
University of Illinois at Navy Pier, Chi- 
cago. Under the direction of David K. 
Maxfield, this 5200-volume library situ- 
ated some 3000 feet out on Lake Michigan 
serves approximately 4000 freshman and 


HAT WAS ONCE a Navy “galley,” 
with enough cooking equipment to 


sophomore students. 


HE Pustic Lisrary, Lorain, Ohio, has 
"Th saaaeaal a successful campaign for a 
new library building. A one-mill tax levy 
was voted at the November election, which 
is expected to bring in about $450,000 in 
the next five years. 

At a special election in December the 
library tax of the Fort Worth Public Li- 
brary was raised from 3c to 5c for $100 
taxable valuation. 


NDER the directorship of Lawrence 
Clark Powell, librarian, University 
of California at Los Angeles, a symposium 
has been prepared describing the origin and 
progress of the William Andrews Clark 
Memorial Library. The publication also 
describes in detail the various collections 
housed in this estimated five-million-dollar 
literary research library, which was deeded 
to the university in 1934 by the late Wil- 
liam Andrews Clark, Jr., in memory of his 
father. 
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Activities Committee Membership 


THE PRESENT MEMBERSHIP of the 
Fourth Activities Committee is as follows: 
Lawrence Clark Powell, University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles Library, Los An- 
geles; Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, De- 
troit; Ruth M. Ersted, Library Division, 
State Department of Education, St. Paul; 
Richard H. Logsdon, U.S. Office of Educa- 
tion Library, Washington, D.C. ; and Emer- 
son Greenaway, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, chairman. Problems to be con- 
sidered by the committee have been divided 
among members of the committee as fol- 
lows: Mr. Powell, the unification of dues; 
Miss Rutzen, study of other organizations; 
Miss Ersted, the organization of A.L.A. 
and the divisions by types and functions; 
Mr. Logsdon, an organization chart of the 


A.L.A. 


Constitutional Amendment Proposed 


On DeEcEMBER 28 the Committee on 
Constitution and By-Laws presented the 
following proposed amendment to the Con- 
stitution to the Council. The Council 
voted its approval, but the amendment will 
not become effective until the Council in 
another session again approves and the mem- 
bership as a whole has approved it by a mail 
vote. Words which are to be added to the 
original article are in italics; those to be de- 
leted are in parentheses. 


Be it resolved, That Article 1X of the Con- 
stitution of the American Library Association 
be amended so as to read as follows: 


Article IX. Endowment Funds 


Sec. 1. All receipts from life memberships 
and all gifts for endowment purposes shall, 
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subject to conditions attached thereto, consti- 
tute endowment funds. Such funds shall, sub- 
ject to conditions legally incident thereto, be in 
the custody of three trustees, one of whom shall 
be elected by the Executive Board annually to 
hold office for three years from the date of his 
election and until his successor shall be elected. 
If any trustee resigns, dies, becomes incapaci- 
tated, or is removed during his term of office, 
a successor may be elected by a majority vote of 
the Executive Board at any meeting, and such 
successor shall serve for the remainder of the 
term of the original trustee and until his suc- 
cessor shall be elected. The trustees shall have 
authority to hold, invest, reinvest, disburse, and 
otherwise deal with endowment funds in ac- 
cordance with such (powers) directions as may 
be (granted) given them by the Executive 
Board of the Association. The principal of 
and income from endowment funds shall be 
expended under the direction of the Executive 
Board but no such expenditure shall be made 
except in accordance with any conditions 
(made) imposed by the donors of any of such 
funds nor for any purposes which are not in 
consonance with the approved policy of the 
Association nor shall principal be expended 
unless expressly permitted by the terms of the 
gift, or any amendment or modification thereof. 
No action shall be taken with reference to in- 
vestment, reinvestment, or other principal 
transaction with respect to securities held in 
the endowment fund except upon (the) a reso- 
lution adopted by or written order signed by a 
majority of the trustees. 


Adult Education Kits 


THe Adult Education Section of the 
Public Libraries Division has prepared the 
first in a series of adult education kits, which 
is now available to the 210 members of the 
section at a cost of twelve cents in stamps 
to cover mailing expenses. Any library 
wishing to be represented in one of the kits 
must be able to send in at least 210 pieces of 


material. Section members and librarians 
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interested in the project should address 
Florence Stevens Craig, Cuyahoga County 
Library, Cleveland 13. Mrs. Craig reports 
that, if some of the members of the section 
fail to send for the kits, there will be a few 
available for other librarians. 


The White Award 

THE Councit at Midwinter adopted 
the proposal of the special committee on the 
White Award, which was to change the 
award from a medal for an outstanding 
piece of professional writing every two years 
to a library school scholarship to be 
awarded the school making the most original 
constructive contribution in education for 
librarianship. The special committee be- 
lieves that this scholarship, suggested by the 
A.L.A. Public Relations Committee to the 
Executive Board, “would prove of recipro- 
cal value, since while calling attention to an 
original achievement by one school in the 
teaching end of the profession, it would at 
the same time keep the donor of the award 
apprized of the ever changing needs and 
requirements of librarianship, and through 
him others similarly engaged in endeavoring 
to meet those needs and requirements with 
reliable standard works of reference.” The 
scholarship will be known as the “A.L.A. 
Library School Scholarship.” 


Public Library Specialist Appointed 

HELEN A. Ripcway has been appointed 
public library specialist in the A.L.A. De- 
partment of Information and Advisory 
Services, as of February 17. Miss Ridgway 
comes to the A.L.A. from the New York 
State Division of Adult Education and Li- 
brary Extension where she has been assistant 


supervisor of public libraries. During that 
time she has worked closely with the New 
York State Survey of Public Libraries and 
on the studies which have followed that 
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survey. In addition to this unusual library 
extension experience, Miss Ridgway has had 
excellent public library experience as super- 
intendent of the Branch  Reference- 
Department of the Queens 
Borough Public Library, Jamaica, N.Y. 


Interloan 


She is a graduate of Brown University, 
had her library training at the University 
of Illinois Library School, and received her 
master’s degree from Columbia University 
School of Library Service. 

At the request of the A.L.A. Executive 
Board, the Division of Public Libraries, the 
Library Extension Division, and the Trus- 
tees Division have each named one person to 
a committee which will serve in an advisory 
capacity to the public library specialist: Amy 
Winslow, Mildred W. Sandoe, and Mrs. 
Samuel Mitchell. 


Letter Award 

Tue Councit at Midwinter voted to 
accept the Letter Award which was pro- 
posed by Letter magazine. The Committee 
on the Letter Award recommended that the 
hundred-dollar award be given for services 
performed during the calendar year at the 
end of which the recipient is a member of 
good,standing in the A.L.A. The award is 
to be given for service which may be either 
broad or very restricted insofar as-the num- 
bers of people affected provided it meets 
the following general requisites: 

(a) That it emphasize the human qualities 
of service in librarianship. (Commendable 
though it may be, the development of efficient 
techniques is not within the purpose of this 
award.) 

(b) That it be performed in line of duty as 


a librarian rather than as a personal effort de- 
tached from library service. 


The Executive Board is to appoint a com- 
mittee which will select the person to be 
honored. 
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Naturalization Requirements 
LIBRARIANS who deal with unnaturalized 
foreign-born persons may wish to purchase 
a chart listing the “Requirements for Ju- 
dicial Administrative Naturalization 
under the Nationality Act of 1940,” issued 
by the Office of Research and Education 
Services, Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Franklin Trust Building, Phila- 
Cost of the chart is 5c per copy, 
or $1 per hundred copies in lots of one hun- 
Also available is a list of 


and 


delphia. 


dred or more. 
citizenship publications, which is supplied 
free to qualified public schools and at a 
slight cost to those persons not eligible to 
receive free copies. 


Graduate Study Grants 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE has an- 
nounced that it will award a limited num- 
ber of travel and maintenance grants to 
qualified United States graduate students 
planning to undertake academic studies or 
research in the other American republics. 
Application blanks may be obtained from 
the American Republics Section, Division of 
International Educational Relations, U.S. 
Office of Education, Federal Security 
Agency, Washington 25, D.C., and must 
be returned to that office not later than 
Mar. 1, 1947. 


Public Affairs Book Service 

THe American Council on Public Af- 
fairs has established the Public Affairs Book 
Service to prepare and distribute annotated 
bibliographical pamphlets on American and 
British books in Al- 


though a limited number of copies of the 


the social sciences. 
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bibliographies will be issued free of charge 
to agencies promoting the discussion of pub- 
lic affairs, the regular price will be 10c per 
copy. Inquiries may be addressed to M. B. 
Schnapper, executive secretary, Public Af- 
fairs Book Service, 2153 Florida Ave., 
Washington 8, D.C. 


Public Affairs Pamphlet 


NUMBER 123 of the Public Affairs 
Pamphlet series is Keep Our Press Free by 
Robert E. Cushman. Copies may be se- 
cured for 10c from the Public Affairs Com- 
mittee, Inc., 22 E. 38th St., New York 
City 16. 


Milwaukee Civil Service Exams 

Tue Milwaukee City Service Commis- 
sion, Room 716, City Hall, Milwaukee 2, 
will hold an examination, Mar. 21, 1947, 
for the grade of Librarian I with starting 
salary $219.52 a month. At least ten 
vacancies are to be filled by this examina- 
tion which is open to United States citizens 
not over thirty years of age who have an 
A.B. or equivalent degree as well as an 
accredited library school degree. Persons 
now attending a library school will be 
admitted to the examination, but may not 
be appointed to positions until they have 
completed at least one year of library school 
work, 

Application blanks are furnished by the 
commission and must be filed with them not 
later than March 17. 


Radio S¢ ript Catalog 
THE Firru Epition of the Radio Script 
Catalog: A List of Approximately 1100 
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Annotated Radio Scripts Which Are Avail- 
able on Free Loan from the Radio Script 
and Transcription Exchange of the U.S. 
Office of Education, may now be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., at a cost of 25¢ per copy. 


Georgia Scholarship Award 
APPLICATIONS are now being received for 
the eighth annual Mary C. McCants 
Memorial Scholarship Award, which con- 
sists of two hundred dollars to be used for 
future professional study. Contestants are 
limited to persons living in and planning to 
continue working in Georgia. Ola M. 
Wyeth, librarian, Public Library, Savannah, 
is the chairman of this year’s committee. 


U.N. Discussion Materials 

ONE OF the chief projects of the Peoples 
Section, American Association for the 
United Nations, is the establishment of 
small monthly discussion groups interested 
in studying current issues before the United 
Nations. A membership fee of $1 is 
charged discussion groups, which will re- 
ceive the question-of-the-month and suitable 
background material. Members are asked 
to report their views for analysis and 
presentation to the American delegation to 
the United Nations. 
wishing to join may write to the American 
Association for the United Nations, 45 E. 
65th St., New York City 21. 


Persons or groups 


Library Association Meetings 

THE FOLLOWING state and provincial li- 
brary association meetings will be held in 
the places and at the times indicated: 


Alberta Library Association, May 23-24, 
Public Library, Calgary 

Arizona Library Association, March 28-29, 
Phoenix 

California School 


Library Association, 


Northern Section, March 15, Claremont 
Hotel, Berkeley 

Canadian Library Association, June 24-26, 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver 

Georgia Library Association, March 27-29, 
New Albany and Gordon Hotels, Albany 

Louisiana Library Association, March 
13-15, Bentley Hotel, Alexandria 

Montana Library Association, May 5-6, 
Big Horn County Library, Hardin 

New Jersey Library Association, March 
20-23, The Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

New Jersey School Library Association, 
May 3, Rutgers University, New Brunswick 

Ohio Library Association, March 4-6, Neil 
House, Columbus 

Ohio Library Trustees Association, March 
4-6, Neil House, Columbus 

Texas Library Association, April 24-26, 
Roosevelt Hotel, Waco 

Vermont Library Association, May 8-9, 
Morristown Centennial Library, Morristown 


New Jersey Library Fellowship 


For THE third consecutive year, the New 
Jersey College for Women is offering its 
two-year fellowship which is open to college 
or university graduates able to maintain a 
half-time position in the college library 
while completing a full professional cur- 
riculum. Applications must be made by 
March 1 for the 1947-48 academic year to 
the secretary of the scholarship committee at 
the New Jersey College for Women, 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick. 


Editorial Digest 


DECEMBER 1946 marked the publication 
of the first issue of a new monthly magazine 
devoted to the printing of editorials selected 
from the leading newspapers in this country. 
The Editorial Digest, priced at 20¢ per 
copy or $2 a year, is published by R. K. 
Hess, 43 E. Ohio St., Chicago 11, and is 
edited by John Drury, author of Old Chi- 


cago Houses. 
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Are They “Outstanding”? 


TO THE EDITOR: 


The belief that other librarians of public 
libraries must have had a similar reaction of 
shock at the publication (in the December 1 
Bulletin) of the preliminary list of “Out- 
standing Books of 1946” impels me to write 
to you. The list itself is bewildering and is 
made doubly so by the comment that “The 
selection 
show... 
attention to... 


can be a factor in helping to 
that librarians do not always pay 
best seller lists... .” Unless 
the votes which are received radically change 
the selection, the final list, with its attendant 
publicity, will show exactly the opposite and 
It 
will tend to bolster the already widespread 
opinion that the greater part of a librarian’s 
work is the circulation of trivial ephemera to 
readers whose reading is completely unim- 
,vrtant, unimportant to themselves, their li- 


will gravely embarrass serious librarians. 


brarians, their communities, and the world at 
large. 

“Best seller lists?” 
cursory examination of those curious manifes- 
tations reveals that more than a third of the 
titles, fifty-one to be exact, received that prof- 
itable but dubious distinction, an indication 
that librarians really are not too “alert in book 
Every single one of the titles in 
fiction was a best seller: no alertness was re- 
quired in that group, certainly. And no less 


But oddly enough a 


selection.” 


than seventeen titles were selections of the 
monthly book clubs, hardly a convincing dem- 
onstration of originality of taste on the part 
of the committee. 

May I point out to the readers of the Bul- 
letin that the preliminary list is of extremely 
dubious worth as far as it represents out- 
standing publications of the year? (“Out- 
standing” is not defined in the committee's 
preface, but let that go.) The list, for in- 
stance, includes no works in the field of reli 


gion except the extravagantly advertised and 
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extravagantly best selling Peace of Mind, al- 
though 1946 saw the publication of Santa- 
yana’s The Idea of Christ in the Gospels, 
Ballou’s Shinto,* and Finegan’s Light from 
the Ancient Past. It includes no art books, 
although 1946 was enriched by the publication 
of Kaethe Kollwitz, The Folk Art of Rural 
Pennsylvania, and Barr’s Picasso: Fifty Years 
of His Art, to name but three. No art, and 
no drama, although Jeffers’ Medea and 
O'Neill’s The Iceman Cometh were published. 
And poetry is represented by only one an- 
thology; apparently Merton’s 4 Man in the 
Divided Sea, Lowell’s Lord Weary’s Castle, 
and The Selected Writings of Dylan Thomas 
are less “outstanding” than Taylor Caldwell’s 
trashy little Ladies’ Home Journal serial. 

I hope that the voters will mention a few 
of the publications somehow overlooked by the 
committee, books that do merit serious atten- 
tion. I hope that they will mention Lorant’s 
The New World, Morley’s The Ancient 
Maya, Letters and Private Papers of William 
Makepeace Thackeray, the Bureau of Ameri- 
can Ethnology’s Handbook of South Amer- 
ican Indians, Schorer’s William Blake, Bush's 
Endless Horizons, Angle’s A Shelf of Lincoln 
Books, The Report by the Supreme Com- 
mander to the Combined Chiefs of Staff ..., 
and the others. 

The fact that only six titles on the prelimi- 
nary list were unanimously checked affords 
some ray of hope that the membership will 
vote in some important titles not already worn 
shabby with the caresses of the public, some- 
thing as outrageous and startling, say, as The 
Collected Works of Sidney Lanier, an Ameri- 
can writer possibly not so well known as Mrs. 
Olive Clapper. 

Cuarces E. Butter, Librarian 
Kanawha County Public Library 


Charleston, W.Va. 


* Publication of 1945. 
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A.L.A. Handbook 


HEROIC EFFORT will be made to issue this year’s 
Handbook by December 15. This will mean that in- 


terminable additions to proof cannot be made. Necessary 


revisions must be on hand to be incorporated in original 


copy which goes to the printer. 


If this directory of librarians and libraries is to contain 
correct names, positions, and addresses, we need the active 


cooperation of the members. 


Only members whose 1947 dues have been paid are in- 
cluded in the membership list. Members should send neces- 
sary corrections without delay. Nonmembers are reminded 
of the professional advantages of personal listing in this 
annually revised directory and are invited to join im- 


mediately. 


Do not allow your name or your library to be left out. 


Write to the Membership Office, American Library 
Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11. 





Demanded by Building 
( Planners and Architects 
THE {Amezican PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDING 


Now back in print—the “Wheeler-Githens book.” First published by Scribner, 
out of print for two years, but in constant and increasing demand from both 
architects and librarians. According to one critic, no librarian should attempt 
to plan or remodel a building without reference to the precepts of functional 
design here discussed. Illustrated with hundreds of diagrams, floor plans and 
photographs. By Joseph L. Wheeler and Alfred M. Githens. 484 pages. Ready 
for distribution in July. $7.00. 


4th Supplement to 
{ Guide to Reference Books 
Reference BOOKS OF 1944-1946 


Foreign reference works just beginning to come into this country which will 
be of importance to reference librarians are listed in the fourth informal sup- 
plement to the sixth edition of Mudge’s Guide to Reference Books. Since 
many of the foreign works received were being printed during the war, there 
are some entries in which the listing goes as far back as 1939 or 1940 to make 
the sequence as complete as possible. Approximately one-third of the more 
than 600 listings in this supplement are foreign books. 


Listings of reference books in the fields of social sciences and useful and 
fine arts comprise approximately 200 of the total books listed. Other im- 
portant sections are Literature and Bibliography. The section on Science 
which was one of the major sections in the third supplement now accounts for 
only one-twelfth of the total listings. Reflecting the war-caused increased 
interest in foreign languages, more than three-fourths of the 60 dictionaries 
listed are foreign language dictionaries. By Constance M. Winchell. 96 pages. 
Price, about $1.25. Ready in August. 


Checklist of the Important 
{ Books of the Year 


Rooks PUBLISHED IN THE U. S., 1945 


A checklist of the important books of the year, based on the opinions of subject 
specialists. 396 books representing significant contributions to knowledge are 
arranged under 15 broad headings, such as Science, Fine Arts, etc., with an 
author and subject index. The second supplement of books published in the 
United States which are of a scholarly character or otherwise of more than 
passing value for reference libraries. Compiled by Foster M. Palmer. 40 pages. 
Price, about 50¢. Ready in July. 
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